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The picture of heaven down and

b

earth above is tai hexagram while that

of the other way round is pi hexa-

gram. Tai means things are smooth and
unimpeded, while pi means things are
blocked. Likewise, tai means "open" while
pi means "closed." With one unimpeded
and the other blocked, one open and
the other closed, the two form a circle.
It is a common phenomenon to replace
each other regularly, like winter and
summer, and day and night, moving on
in cycles. Even heaven and earth, as
well as sages, cannot escape from chang-
ing. (Lin Li: Notes and Commentaries

on The Book of Changes)
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