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Affection for One’s Kin

This term refers to love for one’s kin and par-
ticularly for one’s parents. It is a natural affection,
and it also refers to the way in which such feel-
ing is expressed. Confucianism holds that such a
love should also be extended to others so that it
will foster public virtue. Excessive affection for
one’s kin, however, can lead to favoritism in
one’s conduct. So righteousness is proposed by
Confucianism as a means to curb excessive love

for one’s kin.
51451
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To love one’s parents is benevolent; to hold
one’s elder brothers in reverence is righteous. Foster-
ing virtue requires nothing but extending one’s
love for his kin to all the people in the world.
(Mencius)



