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Oneness in Painting

While this literally means "lines em-
ployed in painting", it is used to refer
to the fundamental rules guiding the art
of painting and, furthermore, to the uni-
versal laws of the formation and develop-
ment of everything in the universe. This
notion was first put forward by the

Qing—dynasty painter Shi Tao who held

that all things in the wuniverse derive
from a single oneness. All tangible things
under a painter’s brush, likewise, forever
have that oneness at their core. For
him, oneness means naught. Painting is
thus a process of generating tangible ob-
jects from nothing. This is also the ulti-
mate dao—a combination of the way of
painting with that of all things in the
universe. The oneness in painting theory

later became an important part of tradi-

tional Chinese aesthetic thought and

painting theory.
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To feel the universal laws of the na-
ture, one needs to focus on the things
at hand and capture the essence of life
and the universe. Oneness in painting is
the most basic skill of painting and callig-
variations are a

raphy; its

numerous
most basic measure, too, for the execu-
tion of brush and ink. (Shi Tao: On

the Principle and Techniques of Painting)
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