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Victory or Defeat in War
Is Dictated by State Policy

This proposition is made in Huai-
nanzi compiled under the sponsorship

of Liu An, King of Huainan, in the

policy, not just as military actions. Ac-
cording to this thinking, war is a part
of state policy, not independent of it,
and it is state policy that eventually
dictates the direction of war and
whether it ends in victory or defeat.
This is quite similar to Clausewitz’s
statement in his work On War that
"War is the continuation of policy by

other means".
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State policy dictates victory or de-
feat in war. If such policy enjoys pop-
ularity and officials remain loyal to
the ruler, the army will be strong.
However, if the

population  opposes

2t |
Egj;;géf;mﬂ]%’ FEHER RN REEW, R Western Han Dynasty. Earlier Chinese 5161 the state policy and officials betray the
Eﬁﬂoﬁﬁiaﬁ Hal . FE N E S S E RS A scholars had proposed that war should EZHW, KETH, BEEE, ruler, the army will be weak. (Huai-
ey
TR /4 B, kHZE, Busg. EEE— be seen in a wider context of state THEE, WiEme, RpEER, S nanzi)
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