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Govern and Help
the People/Economy

The term is an abbreviation of
an expression meaning public gover-
nance and support for the people.
Jing means managing state and social

affairs in an orderly manner; ji means

helping people who are in difficulty.
This dual—pronged approach to gover-
nance is aimed at making the nation
and society prosperous and ensuring
that the people live in peace and
contentment. The concept of jingji
embodies the goals and principles fol-
lowed by traditional Chinese intellec-
tuals in the pursuit of scholarship
and learning, and reflects their com-
mitment to apply learning to the ser-
vice of the country and for the bene-
fit of the people. In modern times,

the term is used to mean "econo-

my", mnamely, social activities that
create, transfer or realize value, and
satisfy people’s material and cultural

needs.
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Why is it that there have been
so few people adept at governance
and helping the people since ancient
times? (Du Fu: Reflections While
Going Upstream)
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