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Thus when drawing bamboo, you
must first have a complete image of
the bamboo in your mind’s eye. First
hold the pen while carefully observing
the bamboo; only then will the bam-
boo you wish to draw appear in your
mind’s eye. Then, as quickly as a leap-
ing hare or a swooping raptor, you
must wield your pen and capture this
image in one go. The slightest letup
and the image of the bamboo will be
lost. (Su Shi: An Essay on Wen Yuke’s

Drawing "The Valley of Bamboos")
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