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Why do the Sons of Heaven wor-
ship the gods of the Earth and the Five
Grains? They do so to seek blessings for
all under heaven and to requite the gods’
blessings. Without earth, people have no-
where to live; without grain, people
have nothing to eat. The earth is too
vast to be worshipped everywhere; the
variety of grains is too large to be wor-
shipped one by one. Therefore, earth al-
tars to the God of the Earth have been
set up to honor the earth; and as millet
is the chief one of the five grains, it has
become the God of the Five Grains and
sacrifices have been instituted. (Debates

of the White Tiger Hall)
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