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When the Granaries Are Full,

the People Follow Appropriate Rules of Conduct

"When

the granaries are full, the people follow appropri-

The full quote from Guanzi reads:
ate rules of conduct, and when there is enough
to eat and wear, the people know honor and
Without the for life,

even the best systems will not be followed, and

shame." basic assurances

the moral standards of the people will remain low.
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Guanzi said, "When the granaries are full,
the people follow appropriate rules of conduct."
From time immemorial, no one has ever heard of
successful governance when the people do not

have enough to live on. (Jia Yi: Memorial on Ac-
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