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Past Experience, If Not Forgot-
ten, Is a Guide for the Future.

This concept is meant to re-
mind people of the need to learn
from past experience and make it a
guide for the future. In ancient Chi-
na great importance was attached to

writing history and thus historiogra-

phy experienced great progress.
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Citation

In observing past events and learn-
ing of ancient times, I have found
that the good things in the world are
always the same, but it has never oc-
curred that when a sovereign and his
officials  have had equal power, they
can still live harmoniously. We should
not forget past experience, but instead
use it as a guide for the future. (Strat-

egies of the Warring States)
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