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Reciprocity as a Social Norm
Etiquette requires reciprocity and mutual
benefit. It refers to contacts and interactions

between individuals, between organizations

and between nations, and implies equality
and mutual benefit in interpersonal and inter—

state relations.
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Etiquette values reciprocity and mutual
benefit. It would go against it if someone
who has received a gift does not reciprocate
such goodwill. When one acts according to
such etiquette, one will enjoy peace. Without

it, one will cause trouble. (The Book of Rites)
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