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Writing while one looks down from a great height is
meant to ensure natural scenery inspires the mind. Since
thoughts are inspired by external objects, the connotation of the
works should be clear and elegant. And since external objects
are presented through subjective thoughts, the writings will be
clever and beautiful.(Liu Xie:The Literary Mind and the Carv-
ing of Dragons)
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When the weather starts to change, the chance of nature’s
objects inspiring the emotions 1is naturally high; and when
moved by the scenery, the literati naturally respond with po-

ems. (Xiao Tong: A Reply Letter to Xiao Gang, Prince Jin’an)
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