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Introspection

This term refers to self— examination of
one’ s own words, deeds, and inner thoughts.
Introspection is a way of moral cultivation put
forward by Mencius. Mencius inherited the
Confucian belief that one’s moral integrity and
meritorious deeds are determined by his own
ethical cultivation. If his words or deeds fail to
gain endorsement or appreciation from others,
one should not blame them. On the contrary,
one should examine himself to find out if his
words and deeds as well as inner thoughts con-

form to standards of ethics and propriety.
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